MOST COMMONLY MISSPELLED WORDS 
BY COLLEGE FRESHMEN

Master these words, and you will be further along than many college students, 
not to mention many adults! If words are in bold italics, you must learn them in pairs.

ability 

absence

abundant

accept / except

acceptable

accidentally 

accommodate

accumulate

acquaint

across 

address

adequate

aggravate

all right

alignment

amateur 

apparent

argument

around

athletic

audible

beginning

believed

beneficial

benefited

bulletin

business

busy

calendar

canceled

capital

cemetery

characteristic

choose

chosen

coming

commitment

committee

comparative

competent

competition

conscientious

conscious

coolly

correspondence

council

counsel

criticism

deceit

deceive

definite

deliberate

desert

dessert

different

dining

disappointed

dissolve

doesn't

duct

duplicate

effective

efficient

eighth


eliminate

embarrassed

emphasize

environment

erosion

exercise

existence

except / accept

February

feminine

focused

/focusing

forth / fourth

forty

friend

fundamental

government

grammar

grievance

hadn't 

halves

height

hereditary

hundred

hypothesis

indicate

indispensable

insight

interested 

immigration

impossible

inaccurate

increment

intelligent

interrupt

its /  it's

knowledge

labeled

laboratory

latter

legend

lens

limited

literature

loose

lose

losing

luminescent

maintenance

marriage

meant

miniature

minimum

mischievous

multiple

muscle

necessarily

necessary

negative

noticeable

o'clock

observe

occasion

occupy

occurred

occurrence

offered

omitted

once

parallel

partially

perceive

perhaps

pertinent

piece

positive

precious

preliminary

principal

principles

privilege

proceed / precede

pronunciation

quiet

quite

really

received

recommend

referred

relieve

resistance

resources

rhythm

schedule

series

seize

separate

shining

significant

stationary / stationery

strength

subsequent

succeed

sufficient

superintendent

supersede

symmetry

tragedy

tries

truly

vertical

villain

Wednesday

weird

weather  / whether
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